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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 7 and 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Higuchi et al. (US 6,227,732 B1). With respect to these claims, 
Higuchi teaches the following: 

Claim 1 : A sheet package 51 A or 51 B (figs. 1, 2, 8 & 9), which can be 
loaded in a sheet storage unit of a printer, comprising: 

a stack of sheets 1 as print media for the printer; and 

a package member 51 A (or 518) covering the exterior of the stack of 
sheets 1, wherein; 

the package member includes a first portion 51b (fig. 1) covering one of 
upper and lower faces of the stack of sheets 1 , a second portion 51 d (or 51c) 
connecting with the first portion and covering a side face of the stack of sheets 1 , 
and a third portion 53 connecting with the second portion and covering the other 
of the upper and lower faces of the stack of sheets 1 , and 
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the first portion 51b of the package member includes a first exposing 
portion 52 exposing part of the stack of sheets 1 to allow entrance of a sheet 
feed roller of the printer, and 

the package member includes a second exposing portion 59 exposing a 
side part of the stack of sheets 1 facing a pressing member provided to a side 
wall of the sheet storage unit of the printer parallel to a sheet feed direction so . 
that the pressing member can press the stack of sheets 1 against a positioning 
portion provided to the opposite side wall of the sheet storage unit parallel to the 
sheet feed direction, wherein the first portion 51b and the third portion 53 are 
connected by the second portion 51d (or 51c) that faces only the side face of the 
stack of sheets 1 . 

Claim 2 : The second portion 51d covers a side face of the stack of sheets 
1 on an upstream side in the sheet feed direction b1 (fig. 1). 

Claim 3 : The sheets 1 are heat-sensitive sheets (col. 1 lines 13-14 
"photographic paper, i.e. sheets, according to a thermal transfer system using a 
thermal head"). 

Claim 4 : A part of the package member 51 A covering the exterior of the 
stack of sheets 1 consists of the first portion 51b, the second portion 51 d and the 
third portion 53. 
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Claim 5 : Lengths of the first portion 51b and the third portion 53 of the 
package member In a direction orthogonal to the sheet feed direction are equal 
to a length of the sheet in the direction orthogonal to the sheet feed direction 
(figs. 8 & 9, col. 1 lines 65-67 "sheet package has an outer shape matched with 
the shape of the sheets"). 

Claim 7 : A package member 51 A (or 51 B) having all that Is claimed (as 
discussed in claim 1 above). 

Claim 9 : A sheet package 51 A (or 51 B), which can be loaded in a sheet 
storage unit of a printer, comprising: 

a stack of sheets 1 as print media for the printer; and 

a package member 51 A (or 51 B) covering the exterior of the stack of 
sheets 1, wherein: 

the package member includes a first portion 51b covering one of upper 
and lower faces of the stack of sheets 1 , a second portion 51 d (or 51c) 
connecting with the first portion 51 b and covering a side face of the stack of 
sheets 1 on an upstream side In a sheet feed direction b1 , and a third portion 53 
connecting with the second portion 51 d and covering the other of the upper and 
lower faces of the stack of sheets 1 , and 

the first portion 51b of the package member includes an identification part 
57 readable to a sensor unit of a printer (col. 2 lines 35-38) and a configuration 
52 allowing entrance of sheet feed roller of the printer, and 
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the third portion 53 has edge parts (opposite edges) on its upstream side 
and downstream side in the sheet feed direction, the edge parts being configured 
to make contact with inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit 2 on its upstream 
side and downstream side in the sheet feed direction respectively when the sheet 
package is loaded in the sheet storage unit 2, and 

the package member is positioned in the sheet feed direction by the- 
contact of the edge parts of the third portion 53 with the inner surfaces of the 
sheet storage unit 3 (figs. 18A & 24 show the edges of member 53 - of the sheet 
package 51 A - in contact with the inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit 2), 
wherein the first portion 51b and the third portion 53 are connected by the 
second portion 51 d (or 51c) that faces only the side face of the stack of sheets 1 . 

Claim 10 : The first portion 51 b is formed to be shorter than the third 
portion 53 in the sheet feed direction in order to allow the entrance of the sheet 
feed roller. 

Claim 11 : A difference between a distance between the inner surfaces of 
the sheet storage unit 2 on the upstream side and downstream side in the sheet 
feed direction and a dimension of the third portion 53 in the sheet feed direction 
is within 1 .0 mm (figs. ISA & 24 show the edges of member 53 of sheet package 
51 A in contact with the inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit 2. That indicates 
the gaps between the member 53 and the inner surfaces of the sheet storage 
unit being less than 1.0 mm). 
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Claim 12 : The second portion 51d of the package member covers a side 
face of the stack of sheets on the upstream side in the sheet feed direction b1 . 

Claim 13 : The second portion 51c of the package member covers a side 
face of the stack of sheets extending in the sheet feed direction. 

Claim 14 : The first portion 51b, the second portion 51 d (or 51c) and the 
third portion 53 of the package member are formed integrally. 

Claim 15 : All that is claimed (as discussed above), and the first portion 
51b includes an identification part 57 readable to a sensor unit of the printer (col. 
2 lines 35-38 "a sensor for detecting the sheet type"; col. 4 lines 44-45 "sheet 
type identifying code 57"). 

Claim 16 : A printer 01 comprising a sheet package 51 A that has all the 
claimed structures. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claim 6 is allowed. (See the previous Office Action date mailed on 
7/28/06 for the reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter.) 
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Claim 8 is also allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The overall combination of structure as 
claimed, including a sheet storage unit that has a positioning portion provided to 
its one side wall parallel to a sheet feed direction and a pressing member 
provided to the opposite side wall parallel to the sheet feed direction being 
biased toward the one side wall, is not taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record. 

Response to Argument 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 30 October 2006 with respect to claim 1-5, 
7 and 9-1 5 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

As discussed in claims 1 and 12, the second portion 51 d faces only the 
side face 1 b of the stack of sheets 1 . 

As discussed in claims 9 and 13, the second portion 51c faces only the 
side face 1 c of the stack of sheets 1 . 

Furthermore, the "second portion," as claimed, can be considered to be 
any portion other than first and third portions. Higuchi's figures 1 and 8 show the 
second portion 51d (or 51c) connecting the other first and third portions. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Wynn Q. HA whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-2863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from Sam 
-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



NQH 




JUDY NGUYEN 
^RVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



